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F'rem the Telescope. 
NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY. 


On the 11th inst. a meeting took place in t 


he 
) 


City Hall, to form a “ National Tra Sor iety.”” 
Colonel Richard Varick was called to the chair— 
then prayer by the Parson Doctor M‘Auley. A 


constitution was adopted, and officers elected. The 
1 by the Parson Dr. M‘Auley, 
yy i FF ssenden, [E'sqr. Parson Cc. a. Soe rs, and 
Dr. After 


effects that Tracts will have, especially on the minds 


meeting Was adguresse { 


Parson Spring. stating the wonderful 


of “the young,” it was stated that § 20,000 would 


erect a suitable building, and until this sum can be 
obtained, the Society cannot proceed with assurance 
that other will 
Tr icts. 


scribed before they left t 


societies depend upon them fo: 


Between 12 and 13,000 dollars were sub- 


he room; and a committee 


appointed to collect other subscribers. Many sub- 


scriptions are made on condition of being null un- 


less 20,000 dollars can be obtained If their efforts 


fail here, the “American Tract Society,” at Boston, 


is to make an ittempt for a similar establishment. 
REMARKS. 
When the first proposition was made to form this 
~ 


ociety, it seemed to excite mucli interest, particu 
larly among those who supposed that it would ad 
N 


ill the Methodist churches in the city, to be public- 


vance the cause of religion. tices were sent to 


ly read, stating that the institution was designed for 
] 


denominations. 


al Accordingly, several went to 
claim a share in the proceedings. But to their 
great disappointment, they found that, instead of its 
being free for all, or purely to promote the cause of 
truth and righteousness, it was started to bear down 
other sects, to gain clerical ascendency, and to dis- 
seminate the Calvinistic 


sentiments, particularly 


among the msing generation. A methodist minister 
wished to know of the committee if the Methodist 
Tracts could be 


not.* 


circulated: he found they could 
Having found out the schemes of the priest 
hood, they protested against it in the very pulpits 
One per- 


where they had before countenanced it. 


I 








» TAKE the | 


t pian plausible, and to gain conutribulions 
among the Methodists, the names of Bishops Roberts a 
Hedding, and Mr. N. Bangs, were inserted, without t 
consent of either. Nay, the latter positively forbade tix 


inserting his name, and requested that the names of the two 
former should not be set down: notwithstanding which they 
were ranked as officers; the two first “ Honorary 
Presidents,” the last as a “‘ corresponding member, ’ offices 
merely nominal. They have taken good care that none but 
Calvinists should compose the “‘ Publishing Committee,” as 
may be seen by their Constitution. There are more thao 
fifty Parsonified Doctors of Divinity appointed as officers, 
including the Right Parson Alexander V. Griswoid, Doct 
f Divinity and Bishop. We have never seen a deeper Jaid 
scheme, or one more cunningly devised and crafty. We 
hope every free and independent press in the Union will 


e- 


son, previously an advocate for the establishment, 
protested against their plot, and declared that the 
devil was at the bottom of it. What noble exert- 
tons, for a Colonel, an Es juire, Parson Doctor of 


Divinity, 


Redeeme: 


und other worldly men, to build up the 


: . om one : 
skingdom! Twenty Thousand Dollars, 


} | t) 


to build an edifice to comport with the other public 
buildings of the city; and also officers to be well 
iid for their services! How ridiculous—how God- 


I 


Will Christ be gl rified by such a 


dishonouring ! 
project? 
These characters are actuated by the same spirit 


j 


= and 


Pharisees were, or the Jesuiies, 


Ifa “ National So- 


as the ribes 
ind similar events must ensue. 


ciety 


,’ or some powerful and energetic measures be 
not adopted to enlighten the people, and to suppress 
rf cle 


eir plans, our country will be ruin- 


the growing influence an ambitious rey, to 


bring to light th 


ed; the rising generation will be bound, as the peo- 


ple are in Spain, by the threefold links of tyranny, 


ignorance, and superstition. the Tracts 


ot 


Among 


civculated by « these Societies, is the famous 


i 
‘‘Address of Lyman Beecher, in behalf of the So- 


*. 
e.y 


{ UC. 


ting young men for the Gospel min- 
} 
} 


preced 
We intend laying another before the 


» 
It 


numbers. 


iO! 


istry. was published in one of our ing 


public, that they may judge hemselves, of the util- 
ity and design of this greaf “Tract Society.” We 
have no objection to the circulation of suitable 


Tra ts, when done wilh sincere motives. This we 


have done ourselves. But the evil and danger con- 

sists, in making use Of these instruments to accom 

plish the ambitious designs of the clergy, in theit 

attempts to unite chur h and state toget 
nl 

From the Boston Recorder and Telegraph 

EDUCATION FOR THE MINISTRY 


“ Messrs. Editors—I have a few thoughts, which J 


er, 


wish to sug 


education of young men fot the £Os} 


gest, on the subject of the gratuitous 


ministry, 


, 
{ 


which, if you think they may not retard, but ulti 


‘ 
LU 


mately facilitate the work, you have my liberty 


H ving been the 


I pe 


ret 


cies 0 


in rim your estimabi r. 


yt this s 


f i 


devoted friend | charity, and having 


lead uence I could sum 


) 


1 
mon, I am the more alive to every obstacle that 


its cause With all the elo 


} 


may lie in the way of its advance, and its ultimate 


The cause I knot, is ne 
But there are rt 


sugtT 


triumph. ir my heart as 


‘ 
t 


ever. some ti its that begin to 


be entertained on the course pursued, that ought to 
be made known 
“ T believe it to be a fact that the exertions made 


have al 


by Education Societies, and otherwise, 





sound the alarm 


ready filled the ranks of the ministry, to the full ex- 
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The blood of miilious of souls, whom they consign 
to interminable wretchedness, to excite sympathy, 
and then to filch the money of their dupes. They 
build up their Jerusalem with iniquity; for they 
judge for reward; teach for hire; and divine for 
money! Then say they, Is not the Lorp among us? 

‘he prophet Jeremiah v. 30, 31, speaks of the 
same characters, saying, “A wonderful and horrible 
thing is committed in the land; the prophets pro- 
phesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their 
means; and my people love to have tt so.” When 
Simon (Acts viii. 20,) offered the apostles money, 
How did they conduct ? Pocket it, like modern Ge- 
hazies? No. Peter said, “Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money.” Alas! where are 
the Peters in our day! They are almost all Geha- 
zies. They say, the gift of God can be purchased 
with money, 2nd beg, and plead, and coax, and per- 
suade, and use the arts of which they are masters, 
(and they are mostly masters of arts!) to get mo- 
ney, and livein style, among the most fashionable of 
this world. O ve serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of your hell ? 

We askthe priestridden, deluded followers of these 
monev-loving gentlemen, how can you answer to 
your God and Judge, for wasting your money and 
means, 1n supportines in laziness and extravagance 
hearty, able-bodied men, when so many are suffer- 


ing in want, and the wrdow, the orphan, and the 


fatherless, cry unto vou in vain? You may call this 


appeal harsh, impertinent, and the author of it by 
oepprobrious names: hut we reiterate it. and tell you, 
that your boasted sanctity will avail little in the mo- 
ment of serious reflection, when your conscience, 
and jucgment, and reason, shal! back the declara- 
tion of God's true priests, that the religion which 
God sanctions, is to relieve the necessitous, and 
him that has no helper. 

Consider, we entreat vou, the weakness and im- 
piety of the subterfuge, of leaving the body to perish, 
on pretence of saving the soul. We have witness- 
ed even great pretenders to piety, who have stood 
by the bed of languishing, and avowed the greatest 
concern for the salvation of the soul of the sufferer, 
and heard the dving man assert, that notwithstand- 
ing all these pretensions, the maker of them would 
not give a sixpence to sustain his body, and admin- 
ister to the wants of his suffering family, although 
he was a great Christian, and a relative! Such con- 
duct, we regret to add, is not only too common, but 
impious and disgraceful to the last extreme. Man 
cannot redeem his brother, nor give to God a ran- 
som for him. God has declared, “All souls are 
mine.” Man can administer to the wants of the 
body; it is his imperious duty to do this; and the 
wretch who avows his unspeakable concern for the 
salvation of a man’s soul, at the moment he refuses 
or withholds, a sixpence from affording a real as- 
sistance to his body, is a liar, and a hypocrite. We 
ask, in the words of John, (First Epistle, iii. 17.) 
* Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his bro- 
ther have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 








him?” We venture the assertion, that this question 
will puzzle the pretender. 

It is true, that in this great city, there is no lack 
of churches. People go to meeting in crowds, pam- 
per their ministers, and give their money to their 
ministers, such is their love to perishing souls. Here 
are meetings and religious conferences, as they are 
called, continually; but all the cry is Money! 
“The priests bear rule, and the people love to have 
it so!” Let the priests, who now bear tule, raise 
the cry, Souls are going into Hell by millions! 
Turn out and save them! and the deluded phalanx, 
drilled into passive obedience, move their thick 
ranks, and full purses at the word of command, and 
are told they are saving souls, and purchasing hea- 
ven! This is called religion. If the servant of Je- 
sus Christ, the inspired James, has told the truth, 
there is no more religionin pampering priests, than 
in supporting the extravagance of “play actors,” 
and the Church and the Theatre may each produce 
their claims. 

We very much question, whether among the nu 
inerous religious people in this city, who are so 
busily engaged in doing the Almighty’s work fo: 
him, that is, saving souls, and who are attending 
conference meetings, prayer meetings, and all kind 
of what they call religious meetings, could be pre 
vailed upon to attend meetings where God the 
Father’s religion is preached and practised! The 
creat end of religion is to save bodies, not souls / 
And of the religion of that man, who would pray and 
preach to save my soul, when he would let my body 
perish, I would say, Keep it to yourself, Sir, for 
your prayers and pretensions will all be insufficient 
for your own use, and why waste this precious com- 
modity on a wretch whom you would suffer to 
starve and perish without the least compunction? 
Would you be religious, be religious as God advises 
and requires; and no longer give heed to Pharisees 
and hypocrites, who would expend in luxury and 
extravagance the funds which justly belong to the 
suffering poor. 

It is admitted that many are conscientiously en- 
gaged in what they esteem a good work, and have 
brought themselves to believe that their neans and 
exertions should be directed to the salvation of th« 
soul, to the exclusion of the wants of the body. 
The party also, has the priest to pioneer the way, 
and show the course to heaven. 

Such is the present state of religious affairs, with 
few exceptions. Extravagant priests—extravagant 
houses of worship—spiritual pride encouraged—the 
real duties of the Christian neglected—a religion 
unauthorized by Christ and his apostles introduced, 
and means used to support parties, and generate 
pride and corruption. Such is the lamentable pic- 
ture of modern religion. The vast sums which 
have been wasted in this city in useless expend:- 
tures in ornamenting houses of worship, (as they 
are called,) and in supporting proud aspiring priests, 
and their schemes of aggrandizement, has been 
sufficient to supply the wants of every widow, orphan, 
fatherless child, and other unfortunate poor, within 
the city. Had they been attended to, and the tem 
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wee < he suffering ethren of the hu-| lect! 1 Publis ing Committee Would ¥v suf 
' f f it ntion which useless | fer the name of an 4rminian, Unitarian Uni 
( s hav surned, God would indeed be wor- | versalist to be placed uy that list? No manu 
s} id uired—Christ, the meek and low his senses, can for a moment anticipate such an 
j : e relicion prosper gloriously. | event Were there any uncertainty, as to this fact 
“oT | t t break forth as the morning,]| inthe n lof any reflecting man, the names of the 
| sh spring forth spec vy: and thy | Publishing Committee, idy chosen, would « 
te $ s shall go forth before the the glory j| Viate every doubt. They the following: Parson 
‘ Lor sf) he thy rereward ” Re id the ot Dr. M j T P rs ) Dr. Spri i”, Parson Dr. Knox 
r of the pr phet Isaiah, then meditat upon and Parson Mr. Somers Thus you see that the 
they are ly office, which can give a tone to the sentiments 
——<—>— of the Tracts to be issued by this Society, is filled 
NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY, wists anole was s will be sure to promote the Cai 
Or, Hypocrisy Exposed vinistic and Hopkinsian interest, to the exclusion 
We have, fora] time, been fully per ided | of all others. 
wasa yneful want of moral honesty ex The object of this Society cannot be mistaken 
< the orthod leaders in the city of] they profess to embrace all denominations, and t 
N\ " k t ve een ced to observe a cau-| allow them equal pr vileges in all its concerns 
7 r the mnviction, that no secret vhen at the same time they have effectually ex 
S the hi d, would be likely, } cluded all denominations from its privileges, except 
f ofsime, to reina n obscurity. | the Calvinistic and Hopkinsians We said, all the 
s, «Wave been realized in the reve pr ileges—there is one privilege still secured t 
what is called Constitution of the }the whole community. by this Society: namely 
NATIONAL TRACT SOCIETY,” formed in | that of paying the money for the spread of senti 
fN York. tocether with the proceed ments which they honestly believe to be a LIBEL 
: those whe ssembled for its formation, and | upon the character of God! The national influence 
} é s yarious officers. which this Society probaby anticipate, will be n 
4 professions are those of LIBERALITY, and | ticed hereafter Chris. Tel 
t . t the unron of all denomina —— 
c But se have they a ted to eflect rO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
t es \\ first, ' \ e dectare in the Oth ar- Dear Sir—Haggard error is receding hefore the 
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ests . 1 minations of Christians who | the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God 
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The next important branch of this Society is a} Truth fear an open attack, but throw the gauntlet 
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the characters which this board of Directors will se- | nicious, and the expos ne of many passages o! 








1 writ, and especially of the parables of our 


sacre 





Saviour, on which they put the strongest emphasis, 
and treat them as literal facts in contradiction to the 
plain word and oath of God, those two immutable 
things in which it is impossible for God to lie, proves 
that they need the teachings of that Spirit which 
testifies of Jesus—that the gospel God preached to 
Abraham—what God hath spoken by the mouth of 
ili his holy prophets since the world began, finds 
no place in the articles of their faith. Solomon 
saith, “As a thorn that goeth up into the hand of a 
drunkard, so is a parable in the mouth of fools.” 
Surely they make dull, crooked work, of what 
‘el. But to their enmity, we must op- 


they call £os} 


pose love. To their crooked systems, reason rec- 
tified by the word of God. ‘To their contradictions. 
the clear and unequivocal demonstrations of the 
truth as it isin Jesus. To their endless Hell, we 
oppose that inheritance which is incorruptible, un- 
defiled, that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
us. God dealeth with us as with sons. He hath an 
inheritance in reserve for us. Will an earthly pa- 
rent, (who acts prudently,) entrust to his minor 
children the disposal of an earthly inheritance: 
No. Neither will God our Heavenly Father en- 
trust to his children the disposal of their heavenly 
inheritance. In this mode of being we are all mi- 
nors, and our minority will not be accomplished, 
till we arrive to the fullness of the stature of a man 
in Christ Jesus; until we bear the image of the 
heavenly, and mortality shall be swallowed up of 
life. A glorious prospect, come Lord Jesus, come 
jwickly. Your Br. in Christ, 
DANIEL St. JOHN, 
Brookville, ( Indiana.) 
i 
QUESTIONS. 

Have you a Saviour? If you have, either in the 
purpose of God, or in actual experience, will you 
not be saved ? If you have no Saviour, either in the 
plan of Heaven, or in your own experience, is your 
salvation possible? if you can be saved without a 
Saviour, how do you need one? But if you cannot 
be saved without a Saviour, and none be provided 
for you, is not your ruin certain? If you can pro- 
cure a Saviour, you can save yourself; for in this 
case both means and disposition are in your posses- 
sion. If you cannot save yourself, you do not pos- 
sess the ability, though you may feel the inclination. 
God sent his Son for the salvation of the human 
family ; should not each of our race be saved, each 
would not have a Saviour, but should not each be 
saved, it would be evident that Christ did not ex- 
perience death for all, as none of God’s appoint- 
ments are contingent. If there be any for whom a 
Saviour is not provided, it is perfectly idle to urge 
them to confide in God to the saving of their souls, 
as any trust would be utterly unavailing; but if God 
have sent Jesus for each of the world, incalculable 
good may result from beseeching all men to rely on 
a gracions Creator, and to evidence their confi- 
dence by a cheerful observance of his commands. 
Let each one then put these questions to himself, 
ind answer them to his conscience and his God. 
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Have I a Saviour? If I have none, is not my dam 
nation fixed? If Ihave a Saviour, shall I not b¢ 
saved? For how can I have a Saviour who does not 
save me? Let those, who have a Saviour, express 
their trust in Heaven by gratitude and obedience ; 
but let those, who have no Saviour, prepare them- 
selves for the damnation for which they were created. 
Rel. Ing. 
—_——— 
A GOOD GOD. 


seing, however exten- 


The idea of a malevolent 
sive his power may be, is utterly incompatible with 
a good Being; and as no being is entitled to th 
character of God except an infinite being, or a be- 
ing infinite in power, hence it follows that the God 
of the universe is infinite both in power and good 
ness. It is hence evident, likewise, that no malevo 
lent being in the universe can have or possess un 
limited or infinite power, because two beings of such 
power would be a contradiction in terms. Hence 
God is good and infinitel so, Will any person, of 
any persuasion or of any Naliow, call in question the 
truth of this position ? We read that God is good un 
to all, and that the whole earth is full of his goodness, 
Every creature and every thing are required to prais 
God. Old men and maidens, young men and chil- 
dren, with irrational creatures, with animate and 
inanimate things, are requested to praise the God 
who is infinitely good. No exception is made, but 
the injunction is universal ; “ Let every thing that 
hath breath praise the Lord, praise ye the Lord.” 
The only conclusion, which can be drawn is this, 
that every rational creature in the universe is bound 
to praise God, for his goodness to himself and all 
mankind.  O that men would praise the Lord for 


oodness, and his wonderful works to the chil 


his g 
dren of men!” Creation wholly, providence particu- 
iarly, and redemption universally, conspire to prove 
that the goodness of God pervades all his works, and 
makes every creature a recipient of his love. Thus, 
that being who ts infinite,gand whose infinity shuts 
out the possibility of another, is good, and that to an 
infinite degree. We need only point our readers to 
the truth of God’s unchangeableness and power, and 
then the security of creatures in the hand of such 
a Being will appear in the clearest light. 

Quere—Is this goodness of the Deity consistent 
with punishment, as a reward for transgression? Or 
as wages or consequence of sin ? 

Answer—According to the established order of 
things, effects must follow their cause. Sin is a 
cause, of which natural evil (pain, shame, guilt, & 
&e.) are the consequences. Hence no man can 
transgtess a known law, without suffering the con- 
sequence of his transgression. Sin brings a man to 
shame and wo. It is conceived that punishment for 
sin is not the infliction of positive evil, but it is the 
consequence of a crime or crimes committed in op 
position to knowledge. Who caa murder, or steal, 
&c. without the disagreeable consequence of a guilty 
conscience, and fearful apprehensions of suffering 
the reproach of men, and the punishments appoint 
ed by men, as ministers of God, for the wicked and 
disobedient ? 
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the pride and extravagance of its devotees. Ar 
tlegant church, dandy parson, and enormous salary, 


are the modern signs of the existence of religion! 
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One Number more will complete the Fifth vo- 
juine of this work. Every person shall be consider- 
ed a Subscriber to the Sixth volume, who forwards, 
free of expense, One Dollar. 

Persons living in distant towns, if they will ap- 

int their Agent, he, by forwarding Five Dollars, 
can receive Siz Papers, a:d in the same ratio for a 
vreater number. 

We hope it will be believed, that we do not pub- 
lish this paper for a pecuniary concern, and that our 
propositions have more regard to the prevention of 
loss, than the making of profit. We therefore so- 
licit Subscribers on the conditions of 


ONE DOLLAR PAID IN ADVANCE. 
A 
b&b & & &b 


iS | < 
i 
JUDAS ISCARIOT. 

Some moderate divines make fine reflections on 
the modesty and charity of the apostles, who would 
not say that Judas Iscariot was damned, but that he 
went to his place, without daring to pass a judgment 
on his fate. There are others, however, who appre- 
hend, that this expression denotes that the traitor 
must have had a particular place of damnation, on 
account of the heinousness of his crime. But if the 
original shall be duly considered, it will appear, that 
the words do not respect Judas but Matthias, and 
that they should in this manner be translated ; 
Thou Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, shew 
whether of these two thou hast chosen, that he may 
take possession of this ministry and apostleship (from 
which Judas by transgression fell) to go to his own 
place or office. Each apostle having, as Norton 
Knatchbull hath justly observed, his particular ju- 
risdiction or office. Christ. Mag. 
oe - , 

Agur said, “ Give me neither poverty nor riches ;” 
and this will ever be the prayer of the wise. Our 
incomes should be like our shoes; if too small, they 
gall and pinch us, but if too large, they will cause 
us to stumble and to trip. But wealth, after all, is a 
relative thing, since he that has little and wants less, 
is richer than he that has much, but wants more. 
True contentment depends not upon what we have: 
a tub was large enough for Diogenes, but a world 
was too little for Alexander.—Lacon. 

a 
MEETING-HOUSES. 

The Christian Intelligencer mentions the erec- 
tion of a meeting-house in Porter, and another in 
Denmark, (Me.) for the accommodation of cliris- 
tians of all denominations; and that the Universa- 
lists and Methodists are preparing to build a house 
for their mutual convenience in Livermore. We 
hail these indications of increasing charity, and 
hope we shall often enjoy the pleasure of an- 
nouncing similar events. 
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ANECDOTE. 
An old and intelligent theologist, hearing a pious 

woman say, “If Jesus Christ be not God, I cannot 

be happy,” made the following reply: O yes, you 

may, Madam, you have only to learn to think as 

well of the Father, as you do of his Son! 

—— 
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*C ome join yourselves with us, in holy praises sing, 





A song unto the Lamb, Jesus, our heav'nly King; 

L est with the non-elect, a reprobate you're found, 

V ain all repentance thea; your pray'rs fall to the ground 
I n justice God decreed your fate, ere worlds were made 4 
N or think he will repent, nor change the slightest shade : 
I ¢ hell must be your lot, e’en there you'll say he’s right, 


a 


5S evere may seem your doom, which sinners must affright, 
T o dwell in endless pains, for ever day and night. 


“U nite with us dear souls, and know the Lord is good, 
N or longer doubt his love, our surety He hath stood. 
I ncluded in his death, Jesus for all was given ; 
V iew'd now by God in Him, we stand complete for heaven ; 
E. Ise why that cheering word, “If I be lifted up?” 
R evenge I took on sin; I drank the bitter cup: 
S av'd by my bloody death, each man “ I'l! draw to me,” 
A nd save them from their sins, the gift for all is free 
Lose now your doubts, your fears, I rose that you might live, 
I n endless peace and love such fruits the gospel give 
S av'd in eternal life, secur’d in me for you, 
T his record God has giv’n, in words most sure most true 
M 
a 
From the Rockingham Gazette. 
Oh! when the hours of life are past, 
And death's dark shade arrives at last, 
It is not sleep—it is not rest, 
’Tis glory opening to the blest. 


Their way to heaven was pure from sin 
And Christ shall then receive them in ; 
There each shall wear a robe of light 
Like his divinely fair and bright 


There parted hearts again shall meet 
In union holy, calm and sweet ; 
There grief find rest, and never more 
Shall sorrow call them to deplore 


There angels will unite their prayers 
With spirits bright and blest as theirs, 
And light shall glance on every crown 
From suns that never more go down 


No storms shall ride the troubled air, 
No voice of passion enter there ; ; 
But all be peaceful as the sigh 

Of evening gales that breathe and die. 


For there the God of mercy sheds 


His purest influence on their heads, ( 
And gilds the spirits round the throne ‘ 
With glory radiant as his own. ' 
t 
TF IJUST PUBLISHED, and for sale at this Office 
price One Shilling, The Non-personality, origin and end, of 


that OLD SERPENT, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world. A Discourse delivered, Sabbath 
evening, March 13, 1825, in the Church in Prince-street, 
by Henry Fitz. 
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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

REMARKS ON EZEKIEL IIL 17—19. 
‘Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel: therefore heat the word at 
my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die: and thou givest him not Warning, nor Spe ik- 


est to warn the wicked from his wicked way, t 


} 
save his life; the same wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thine 
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul.” 

The common use of this passage of scripture shall 
first of all be set before the reader. It is as follows: 
When a minister is appointed over any people, 
God makes it his duty faithfully to warn this people 
of their dangerous condition, they being by nature 
liable to the pains of hell for ever. He should en- 
deavour by all means to arouse their guilty con 
sciences, and induce them to embrace religion, there- 
by to secure the favour of God, and their own 
eternal happiness. Butif he should neglect this, 
the consequences would be extremely awful: the 
people would all go down to hell, and the minister 


would have to go with them. Whereas, if he should 


warn them, and they should not then repent, al- 
though they would be for ever lost, he would save 
his soul, and prove himself a faithful servant of God. 
Those clergymen who interpret this passage in this 
way, professto be constantly impressed with an aw- 
ful sense as they call it, ef their responsibility to 
tiod, and their duty to immortal souls; and they 
will oftentimes very officiously introduce them- 
lves into society with which they are unacquaint- 
professedly for the sole purpose of warning 
heir fellow creatures to flee from the wrath to 
yme. If they are found fault with for their offi- 
iousness, they will justify themselves by making 
their visit a matter of conscience and duty. But 
should the people not become terrified, and he dis- 


cover that they will be no dupes to his artifice, he 


will say, “ Remember that I have warned you, ani 
that I have cleared the skirts of my garments of the 
blood of your souls.” This is the use which has 
been made of the passage, and the conduct which it 
has been supposed to justify. 

Now let the reader go back to the passage, and 
see if this use of it be not altogether unjustifiable. 
Firstly, what is there said in it about a future state? 


Ezekiel was in this world; the house of Israel were 
in this world ; Ezekiel was made a watchman unto 
them in this world ; the dangers of which he was 





to Warn them were in this world; and the punish- 


ments for a neglect of the warning, the majority of 


which ended in death, were in this world also. God 
said to Ezekiel, “ Wheo I say unto the wicked, 
Thou shalt surely die,” &c. Observe, it does not 
read, thou shalt surely go to hell, or thou shalt 
surely be dammed in the future state. So observe, 
that Ezekiel was to warn the wicked from his wick 
ed way, not to save him from any punishment in 
the future state, but “to save his life.” If the wick- 
e® man did not turn from his iniquity, the punish 
ment was to be death, he shall “die in his iniquity,” 
iniquity shall be the cause of his death; or as it is 
expressed in another part of the prophecy, it should 
be his ruin. 

Let the reader now observe, that when Ezekiel 


le a watchman unto the house of Israel, he 


was iha 
was required to hear the word at God’s mouth and 
give them warning from him. From this we learn 
that the Almighty communicated to Ezekiel a 
knowledge of the punishments which the house of 
Israel would suffer, should they not repent of their 
sins. Agreeably to this, Ezekiel has given us a de- 
tailed account of these punishments, which, to use 
our Saviour’s words, were “ great tribulation, sueh 
is Was not since the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever shall be.” In the follewing ex- 
tract from Ezekiel’s prophecy, the account of these 
punishments may be found. 

Ezekiel v. 8—17. “Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold I, even I, am against thee, and 
will execute judgments in the inidst of thee, in the 
sight of the nations. And I will do in thee that 
which I have not done, and whereunto I will not do 
iny more the like, because of all thine abomina- 
tions. Therefore the fathers shall eat the sons in 
the midst of thee, and the sons shall eat their 
fathers; and I will execute judgments in thee, and 
the whole remmant of thee wil) I scatter into all the 
winds. Wherefore, as I Jive, saith the Lord God, 
surely, because thou hast defiled my sanctuary with 
ii hy detestable things, and with all thine abomi 
nations, therefore will I also diminish thee; neither 
shall mine eye spare, neither will | have any pity. 
A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, 
wd with famine shall they be consumed in the midst 
of thee; and a third part shall fall by the sword 
round about thee, and I will scatter a third part in 
to all the winds, and will draw out a sword after 
them. Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and 
| will cause my fury to rest upon them, and | will 
be comforted: and they shall know that I the Lord 
have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplish- 
ed my fury in them. Moreover, I will make thee 
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waste, and a reproach amoung the nations that are 
round about thee, in the sight of all that pass by. 
So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, and an in 
struction and an astonishment, unto the nations 
that are round about thee, when I shall execute 
judgments in thee in anger, and tn fury, and 
rious rebukes. [the Lord have spoken it, When I 


shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, 


in fue 


which shall be for thetr destruction, ard which I 


e 


will send to destroy you: and I will increase U 
famine upon you, and will bieak vour staff of bread. 
So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and 
they shall bereave thee: and pestilence and blood 
shall pass through thee ; and E will bring the sword 
upon thee. I the Lord hath spoken 7.” 

Every person of common sense will see that the 
punishments specified in this quotation must trom 
their very nature be inflicted in this world. Will 
the fathers eat the sons, or the sons eat the fathers 
in the future state ? Will a third part die of the pes- 
tilence and famine, a third part fall by the sword, 


or a third be scattered into all the winds, tn the fa- 


ture state? No one believes that such things as. 


these will take place there. How then can the pas- 
sage Which stands at the head of this article have 
reference to punishment in the future state, when 
these are the very judgments of which Ezekiel was 
to give the Jews warning? It was for this purpose 
that he was appointed “a watchinan upto the house 
ot Israel;” and for ought the writer can see, if he 
had warned tiem of any thing else, to the omission 
of this, he would have turned aside from the pur- 
poses of his mission, and essentially tailed of per- 
forming his duty. 

Every one may see that the passage on which I 
am remarking has no reference at all to the present 
time. How then in propriety can any minister now 
consider it as having any applicability to himself? [t 
informs us that Ezekiel was appointed a watchman 
unto the house of Israel, and the consequences which 
would follow if he neglected to perform his duty. 
What reference has this to the appointment of a 
christian minister in the present age of the world, 
or in any other? John Quincy Adams and others 
were appointed by the proper authority to settle the 
difficulties which existed between Great Britian and 
the United States, and to bring tie last war between 
those powers to a termination. Now the christian 
clergy might with equal proptiety use this fact to 
prove that they were appointed to make peace be- 
tween man and God, as to use the fact that God 
appointed Ezekiel a watchman over Israel to prove 
that he had appointed them ministers over their re- 
spéctive congregations ; or that, because he direct- 
ed Ezekiel to warn the house of [srael of judgments 
which then impended over them, he had directed 
them to warn mankind of the present age to beware 
of fire and brimstone in a future state. I have not 
the least objection that the christian clergy learn 
duty from the case of Ezekiel; but they cannot 
learn from it that God has appointed them as minis- 
ters, much less that he has appointed them to preach 
the doctrine of punishment in the future state. 
Ezekiel was cateful to hear the word at God’s 
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mouth, and give the wicked warning from him. Let 





the christian clergy do the same. Let thei give the 
wicked warning from God, and be careful to preach 
to them no punishment but what God has threaten 
ed. If they will do this, then, like Ezekiel, they 
will threaten mankind with no punishment in the 
future world, with none but what is the natural and 
unavoidable consequences of their transgressions. 
This part of my subject ts so important that FE can- 
not fail to press it. Itis a fact which requires notice, 
that with respect to the message of punisliment 
with which Ezekiel was to threaten the Jews, God 
solemnly required him to hear the word at his 
mouth, and give the wicked warning from him ; i. 
e. that he should threaten them with no punish- 
inent but what God has threatened. And it is 
equally a fact which forms a striking contrast to the 
foregoing, that there is no subject in relation to 
which the christian clergy regard the word of God 
less, than the subject of punishment. IT have heard 
ministers angrily threaten sinners with eternal pun 
ishment, to describe which in dreadful colours, they 
seemed to exert all their imagination, without the 
least reference to the word of God, althoug’: they 
would have their hearers think this is a doctrine of 
the Bible. And in a vast many instances, when they 
have quoted scriptures which contain threatenings 
of punishment, it has appeared as though they did 
not know or care whether they used such scriptures 
rightly. Is this hearing the werd at the mouth of 
God? Is this giving the wicked warning from him? 

This practice of threatening men with punishment 
inthe futme state, entirely subverts the design of 
God's threatenings. The true design of threaten- 
ing is, that the sinner by being warned of the con- 
sequences of his sins, may escape them by turning 
to righteousness. "This is manifest in the case be- 
fore us. Why was Ezekiel to “ warn the wicked 
from his wicked way?” Ans. “To save his life.” 
Death was his punishment, if he persisted. Now 
suppose that Ezekiel, instead of hearing the word 
at God’s mouth, and giving the wicked warning 
from him, instead of pointing ont those dreadful 
judgments which then impended over his country- 


men, had preached about a hell in the future state, 


and had devised means for them to escape it, would 
he not have subverted the design of God ? This was 
not what they were in danger of; and if they had 
been affected at all by it, they might have worried 
about the imaginary to the neglect of the real dan- 
ger. And should he have set up this bell to induce 
them to do the very things which the Almighty re- 
quired them to do, and whereby they would have 
escaped all punishment, the question would then 
have been at issue between him and his Maker, 
whose means were best calculated to promote this 
end. We have no doubt that God recommended 
the best. We know indeed, that those threatenings 
have the strongest influence upon the mind which 
contain denunciations of punishment near at hand, 
punishment which men can comprehend and exam- 
ples of which they have seen. Show the drunkard 
the natural consequences of his crimes, show him 





like instances in the experience of men whom he 
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has known, bring him to realize how reasona it 
is for him to expect such cons iences id you 
pia before bim the strongest motive t repent- 
which can operate upon his min 
Fina Let us lea n from this subject the neces- 
Sit¥ ying strict attention to the word of God. 





Let every christian minister hear the word at God’s 


mouth, and give the wicked warning from him. We 
may depend upon it, that he knows best what kind 
of threatenings will have the strongest influence 
{ the human mind. If the christian clergy think 
differently. they are in duty bound to give us thei 
t sons theretor, and to show us how thei § tems 
of terror can be more benefi l, than that which has 
the sanction of Divine authority. 
— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer 

A day or two since, an old quaint alled on 
me, apparentiy for the purpose of 1 ling a pam 
phiet he had with him, which gives int of 
the ife and execution of David How It ppeare 
that the pamphlet was written by a clergyman, who 
attend Sal Ho ik several weeks | evious to his 
de 1d who preached at his executi 

It wed that How had been a man of business, 
that he became involved in debt, and that he met no 


considerable part 


perplexity and trouble, a 0; 
which he attributed to the conduct of one Church, 
whom, out of revenge, he had killed. Before his 
de ith. How confessed and deplored his SINS, wd 


exhibited such signs of contrition, that the writer o 


} 





» pamphlet, and other clergymen, were fully con 
inced that he had made his peace with God, an 
was fitted for heaven and eternal happiness. Thus 
How became assured of his own salety, but sull 
lamented the unfortunate case of Chuich, whom he 


had killed; for Church, he believed, was a bad man, 


and, as such, had been taken out of the world, by his 


] patati 


How, and the 


_ ‘ - 
me tO Mahe 


havul 
O; 


cymen who visited him, | irticularly the one Ww 


hand, without 


repentance, coul several cler 


wrote the pamphilet, appeat to have been perfectis 


rreed that How, the murderer, would be saved, and 


eternally ble ssed in the other world, while Church, 


the murdered man, would be dainned, and eternally 

rmented in the her world. From such con- 

erations the clergyman, who writes the pam 
phiet, undertakes in How’s name, to caution all 
peopre gainst embr ing the doct 1e of Universa 
Salvation. It is stated that How had tried, for sever 
or eight vears, to hide his sins, and to silence his 

mscience, with this fatal doctrine it could not 
succeed, because he could not believe the doctrine to 
be lriue Erg », the doctrine of Universal Salvation 


1S concluded to have been tie cause ol How’s 


crimes; and unless people are guarded against it, 


they aill be Jikely, after his example, to commit 
great wickedness, through its pernicious influence, 
especially, if, like him, they do not believe in it! 

Fe iring, therefore, that the circulation of this 


pamphlet may not have the happy efiect, in oppo- 


sition to the holy seriptures, 0: convincing all the 


world that the doctrine of Universal Salvation is 


iv 


t true, or, if true, that it is of most pernicious and 
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| fatal vy toth wi like How, do not be 
lieve it, I ve thought it advisable to make the fol 
g ks ont s ct 
i a. Ge Sav s kver t e is known its 
jf it t hie ( I iiversal Saly on 
;is a VE eri $ t f for its fruit is nour 
er, as we see in tl ise of Mr. How, who murder- 
le la fe ‘ e throtg the influence of this 
i? ctrl eve che did not believe tt. 
ey { i ¢ ss misery is a blessed 
trin s most salut y te cy for, 
s! e t iver esti ewl elieve 
itol $ e doctrine of endless misery is 
ts t fo vs that this wall « se those who 
iO t eneve l retrain f m killa All ge t 
ral Ss Have } it r except Ss Therefore, if 
John Cal f i lichael Servetus because 
e did not eve in endless mw ¥, it must not be 
iliowe to throw out i} sition 
5s. Ti e of Universa Salvation is of per 
nicwus tende iuse it does not teach that one 
Man mh wel et othe re} nt, and goto heaven, 
1 ther e eternally i ppy wi Ty hie deserved to 
be eter las nd tormented, and would have 
heen, it, ins {4 erimog another, he had been 
murdered, and so had be taken oll without rey t- 
ince Ever bOdY KNOWS that it matters not how 
yad a ma ‘ eait ms, ¢ how t my he conducts 
through like he repent before death. The grand 
point isto get toe aitola Mplishing an ortnodcox 
re} { ce bel he respul i Smade; tor 
the moment one ¢ rT ive wher is So 
lomon sas e isi \ I wisdom, nor 
knowledge, it is evident that repentance mot be 
eli te - r, t¢ 1, t t Ww Vall nothir We 
know, by experience, that, this world, the ways 
of folly and wickedness are ways of peace and haj 
pi s Z_ refore, a m \\ lid] be a fool to re pe nt, 
and turn from his sins, till the very last g isp; just 
tor the sake securing heaven, happiuess ind glo- 
Vv, hereafter And if the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
ition be « sed to this holy truth, it surely ought 
to be anathema, maranatha 
Whiat a pernicious eflect must it have upon tue 
minds of individuals, and upon the peace and happt- 


1 to them that grace ol God 


ness of society, to prea 


which teaches them (now) to deny ungodliness, and 
worldly lust, and to live soberly, and righteously, 
nd godly, in is present evil world, not for a re 
wd herealt tf ice, and joy, and glo- 
y ols “ ‘ ve {1 sO go! [ove y 
) hn ‘Ss i yi Htidacs I presei iot to 
love God a | iv i ir, { 10 to oll sas 
we would have t » do in returi Therefore, un- 
ess We Can De p 1 for it in ner WoOrid, Is il re 
sonable t ppose that we s pit Do e not 
all know, by rich experienc how infinite less if 
makes our pre nt ippipess to love tl yt es to 
hate r ¢ 1 we not reaiiz i w exe ingiv Happy 
the unbeliever in Universalism must have been, 
when he went to the house of his neighbour, in the 
jead of night, and, with his gun, shot him dead on 
the floor? What would we not give to experience 





that delightful ecstacy, which he must must have 
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felt, when he heard the last groan of the husband 


and father, and the shrieks of the affrighted, horror- 
struck wife and children, suddenly awakened from 
their slumbers to behold the work of murder! O 
what a pernicious doctrine is Universalism? It robs 
us of all the joys of life, because it teaches us that 
in keeping, and not for keeping, the command- 
ments of God, there is great reward. 

Let us cast from us this pernicious doctrine, and 
believe endlesss misery, or any thing eise, that will 
permit us to take our fill of the pleasures of wicked- 
ness, that, like the wise Mr. How, we mav go on in 
a murderous career, till the prison and chains pre- 
vent the gratification of our wishes. Then we will 
just send for the minister, profess our faith in his or- 
thodoxy, take his assurance of the safety of our 
souls hereafter, mount the gibbet, and ascend to 
glory! There we shall undoubtedly spend an eter- 
nity of joy, which will by no means suffer the least 
abatement by seeing the victims of our murderous 


rage shrieking amidst the billows of hell's ocean of 


flames, for no other reason than because we de- 
prived them of the opportunity to repent before 
they left this world! 
—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—We are repeatedly told that, The 
old world, the inhabitants of Sodom, and the host of 
Pharaoh, were destroyed on account of their sins: 
and that their destruction was only the means of re- 
moving them instantly to heaven, while Noah, Lot, 
and Moses were left to a long and tedious pilgrim- 
age on earth. This declaration is a mark or symp- 
tom of a depraved and distracted mind ; it certainly 
would not have been made if the enemies of the 
truth had been willing to make a proper distinction 
between the law and gospel. When a sinner is 
brought to his right mind, he is willing to admit the 


Qo 


fact as declared by Paul, Rom. viii. 22. “For we 
know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together until now: and Gal. iii. 22, “ But the 
Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the pro- 
mise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
that believe. But before faith came, we were kept 
under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 


be justified by faith: but after that faith is come, we 


Wherefore the law was our 


are no longer under a schoolmaster.” Gal. iv. 4, 5, 
“But when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons,” 

Here I would ask the reader, if the Scriptures any 
where inform us, that Jesus Christ came to redeem 
those that had gone to heaven previous to his com- 
ing in the likeness of sinful flesh? Why should he 
be delivered for their offences, and raised again for 
their justification, if they had been removed from 
earth to heaven, previous to his rising from the 
dead? Why did Paul say, “If Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins?” 1 Cor. 
xv. 17. Did he mean to be understood that Christ 
must be delivered for our offences, and rise again 
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for our justification, before any of the human family 
could be delivered from sin? The apostle Paul in 
writing to his Hebrew brethren asks the following 
question—* If therefore, perfection were by the Le- 
vitical priesthood, (for under it the people received 
the law,) what farther need was there that another 
priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, 
and not be called after the order of Aaron?” Heb. 
vin, 11, 
“There is verily a disannulling of the command- 


He then goes on to inform them that, 


ment going before, for the weakness and unprofit- 
ableness thereof; for the law made nothing perfect, 
but the bringing in of a better hope, did, by which 
we draw nigh unto God.” And again, Rom. viii. 3. 
“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned sin in 
the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be 
tulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the spirit.” “Then verily the first covenant had also 
ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctu- 
ary. For there was a tabernacle made, the first 
wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the 
shew-bread ; which is called the sanctuary. And 
after the second vail the tabernacle which is called 
the holiest of all; which had the golden censer and 
the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with 
gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, 
and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the 
covenant ; and over it the cherubims of glory sha- 
dowing the mercy-seat ; of which we cannot now 
speak particularly. Now when these things were 
thus ordained, the priests went always into the first 
tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God: but 
into the second went the high priest alone once 
every year, not without blood, which he offered for 
himself, and for the errors of the peopie. The Holy 
Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest 
of all, was not yet made manifest, while as the first 
tabernacle was yet standing ; 
the time then present, in which were offered both 
gifts, and sacrifices, that could not make him that 


which twas a figure for 


did the service perfect, as pertaining to the co.- 
science; which stood only in meats and drinks, and 
divers washings, and carnal ordinances imposed on 
But Christ be- 
ing come an high priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building: nei- 
ther by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood he entered in once into the holy place 
having obtained eternal redemption for us, for if 
the blood of bulls, and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh ; how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit, 
offered himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living God? 
And for this cause he is the Mediator of the New 
Testament, that by means of death, for the redemp- 
tion of the transgressions that were under the first 
testament they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testa- 
ment is, there must also of necessity be the death 


them until the time of reformation. 














——_—_——$ — 


of the testator. For a testament ts of force after 


men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all 
Whereupon, neither the 
For 


when Moses had spoken every precept to all the 


while the testator liveth. 
first testament was dedicated without blood. 


people according to the law he took the blood of 
calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, 
and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the 
people, saying, This ts the blood of the testament 
which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover, he 
sprinkled likewise with blood both the tabernacle 
and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood ; and with- 
out shedding of blood is no remission ; tf was there- 
fore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
heavens should be purified with these; but the hea- 
venly things themselves with better sacrifices than 
these: for Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands; which are the figures of the true ; 
but into heaven itself, vow to appear in the presence 
of God for us: nor yet that he should offer himself 
often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place, 
every year with blood of others: for then must he 
suffered 


the foundation of the 


world; but now once inthe end of the world hath 


often have since 
he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self. 


but after this the judgment; so Christ was once 


And as it is appomted unto men once to die, 


offered to bear the sias of many; and unto them 
that look for him shal. he appear the second time, 
without sin, unto salvation. 

“ For the law having a shadow of good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered year 
by vear continually, make the comers thereunto 
For then would ceased 
to be offered, because that the worshippers once 


perfect. they not have 
purged should have hal no more conscience of sins. 
But in those sacrifices here is a remembrance again 
made of sins every yeat, For tt is not possible that 
the bieod of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins. Wherefore, waen be cometh into the worid, he 
saith, Sacrifice and offermg thou wouldest not, but 
a body has thou prepared me. In burnt-offerings 
and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure: 
Then said 1, Lo, { come, (in the volume of the book 
it is written of me,) to do thy wl, OQ God. Above, 
when he said, Sacrifice and ofering, and burnt- 
offering, for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein ; (which are offered by the law :) 
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. 
He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second. By the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. And every priest standeth dhily ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins: but this nian after he had of- 
fered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the 
right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till 
his enemies be made his footstool. For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a wit- 
ness to us: for after that he had said before, this ts 
the covenant that I will make with them after those 
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days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds will I write them; and 
their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” 
Hebrews ix. x. 1—18. 

If it should be said, that Enoch and others went 
to heaven itsélf before Christ was made of a woman, 
made under the law to redeem them that were under 
the law, then I would ask, why the Apostle should 
write as he has in the 11th chapter of his epistle to 
the Hebrews? He commences this chapter by say 
ing, “ Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen ;” and in the 
fifth verse he says, “By faith Enoch was trans 
lated,” &c. Now put the first and fifth verses to 
gether, and what do they prove? The answer may 
be found at the foot of the chapter, the words are 
these, “And these (that is the workers mentioned in 
this chapter,) all having obtained a good report 
faith, the God 


having provided some better thing for us that they 


through received not promise ; 
without us should not be made perfect.” 

The scriptures abundantly prove that all men 
were in a state of imperfection when under the law, 
ind that they were shut up unto the faith that was 
afterwards to be revealed; and the way into the 
holiest of all was not made manifest while the first 
tabernacle was standing. Why do modern divines 
declare, that any of the human family went to hea 
ven itself before Christ arose from the dead, for thei 
justification? Is it not because they are aware that 
this would prove that the precious blood of the ever 
lasting covenant may be applied to the unsanctified 
sinner, after the death of the body? And that the 
sinner may be born of God, after death, as well as 
beiore? In the first Epistle general of John v. 1, 
we are told, “ Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 


” 


Christ is born of God.” But the question is, Where 
were the whole world of rational! beings before faith 
came ? Shut up unto the faith that was 
afterwards to be revealed. And here the Limitarian 


must admit one of two things, i. e. either that all 


Answer. 


who lived before Christ brought life and immortal 
ity to light through the gospel, may be made par 
takers of the faith, and immortality brought to light 
through the gospel, atter the death of their bodies; 
or that they will all remain shut up in an imperfect 
state of sin and death through an endless eternity, 
for death was not abolished until Christ arose for 
our justification ; and if Christ be not raised, then 
and our faith ts vain, we are yet In our sips. 
ICONOCLASTES 
—_— 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN 
“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we arr 
1 Cor. xv. 19. 


INTELLIGENCER 


of all men most miserable.” 
Having carefully considered the above, in its 
proper connexion, for the purpose of ascertaining 
what the author advanced concerning a fature state, 
the result of the investigation is, that he has no 
where inculcated a belief in any other mode or 
state of existence than that, upon which all who 
were then dead, or should die, would enter, when 
“this mortal shall have put on immortality.” If 


Paul believed in an intermediate state of existence 
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between the death and resurrection of the body, 
How shall we reconcile such a belief with the fol- 
lowing ? “For if the dead rise not, then is Christ 
not raised; and if Christ be not raised, your faith 
is Vain; ye are yet in your sins. ‘Then they also 


It 


it was the apostle’s meaning that the tighteous at 


which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” 


death passed into heaven, or some other tntermedi- 
ate state of happiness, (and heaven is no other than 
that, if common opinion be true,) with what propri- 
ety did he say, “If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then they also that are fallen asleep in Christ, 
are perished 2” Can it in truth be said of persons 
who are alive and happy in heaven, or any other 
place, that they have perished; when in truth, they 
have only put off that “body of death,” in which 
they “ groaned, being burthened ?” 

Again; “If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable”—“ if so 
be that the dead rise not.” But why should a dis- 
belief in the resurrection, make them so much more 
miserable than other Jews or Gentiles, to whose 
minds “life aud immortality” had not been brought 
to light by the gospel? Would a belief of entering 
heaven at death, (when the immortal soul, as we are 
told by many, will mount on wings of light,) make 
the christians at Corinth more miserable, than Gen- 
tile notions of a future stateyzendered their votaries ? 
than = Jewish traditions of 


dead Jews being alive and well in Abraham’s bosom, 


or more miserable 
rendered that superstitious people ? Would the dis- 
belief in the fact, (admitting it to be one) that at4 
some unknown period in eternity, we should be 
brought down from heaven to earth, to rejoin our 
once mortal part, render us “of all men most mise- 
rable?” Such unbelief could not be a source of 
misery to any one. But if the light ef revelation 
hiad eradicated from our minds, the vain and chi- 
merical notions of an tntermediute slate, and taught 
us to look for immortal life as brought to light by 
the Lord Jesus in his resurrection state, and no 
other, aud should we fall away from the only hope 
in the gospel, and disbelieve in the resurrection of 
the dead, it might with the strictest propriety be 
said, that having lost our hope in future existence 
and bliss, we were of all men most miserable. What 
disappointment could be so great, as that occasion- 
ed by blasting one’s hope in the glories of eternity ? 
What are all the riches, honours and excellencies 
of earth, compared with the immortal felicity of a 
future state ? The meaning of the apostle, undoubt- 
edly was, that since the faith and hope of the chris- 
tians had rested on the revelation of everlasting life 
and felicity, as made knowa through the resurrec- 
tion of the Son of God, their mortification and 
disappointment would be unequalled, were they 
constrained to renounce and give up those blissful 
expectat. ons. 

The apostle “preached Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion,” which was “to the Jews a stambling-block, 
and to the Greeks fvolishness;” and well they 
might consider such preaching foolish, while they 
believed that their “mighty dead,” were already in 
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heaven. And how can the scripture doctrine of a 


resurrection be considered any thing better, by 


those who expect to come from heaven to be again 
clothed with the body, which they put off, at death ? 
Such an event would not be a resuriection of intel- 
ligent beings, but simply of the tabernacle or house, 
in which such beings had a momentary residence. 
The Bible teaches us, that “the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible,” and those who then remain alive, be 
“ changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eve.” 
But would not such a resurrection be unnecessary, 
if future existence and felicity did by no means 
depend upon it? Some might be ready to answer, 
perhaps, that men are raised from the dead, in order 
to punish the wicked. That, however, is a far- 
fetched conclusion, since, according to that doc- 
trine which Saurin calls a “ mortal poison—render- 
ing life itself a cruel bitter,” the wicked could as 
well be miserable, and the righteous happy, in a 
disembodied state. But our present inquiry is not, 
whether sin and misery belong to the resurrection 
world. Therefore, leaving that “ mortal poison,” 
with the wise men after the flesh with whom it ori- 
ginated, I shall conclude, by calling upon all our 
readers, 

By faith to look thro’ death's dark gloom of night, 

To the bright world’s above, of heav'aly light, 

Where faith and hope shal be exchang’d for sight ; 

When the last trump shall bid the dead arise, 

From death's long sleep to mansions in the skies- 


— ae 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
HINTS TO UNIVERSALISTS. 

There is no mode of cbiaining knowledge so 
cheap, nor attended with les labour to the reader, 
For the last twenty 
gradually increased, a spirit 


than periodical publications 
years, knowledge h 
of general inquiry has been excited, and a vast re- 
volution in religious opinion produced, and to sucls 
publications we are in a great measure indebted for 
their accomplishment. Almost all sects, aware of 
their utility, have periodical journals, for the de- 
fence and diffusion of their views of the Bible. The 
zeal with which these are supported and dissemi- 
uated among other denominations of christians, is 
The very noise, is enough to rouse every 
It is true they also have 
But the question is, are 


great. 
Universalist fiom sleep. 
periodical publications. 
those awake to their importance, and engaged in 
the labour of them, sufliciently encouraged? We 
have been informed, that in some places, such pub- 
lications languish and are ready to expire for want 
of support. We are unwilling to believe, that this 
arises from a niggardly sordid disposition, or from 
want of proper zeal in diffusing what Universalists 
believe to be the truth; but from other causes which 
we think might very easily be removed. With a 
special view to their removal, we take the liberty to 
suggest a few hints for the candid consideration of 
every Universalist. 

Ist. What state of the Union do you live in? 
Look around, and calculate, if there be not a sufii- 
cient number of Universalists in it, to support a pe- 
riodical publication. If there is, let every one use 
his individual exertions to begin one, support it, and 
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diff it as extensively as poss! le. The pl , 

¢: ce It sl ss the peisons who shail 

Z I wit! er circumsta es 

‘ Wil i ] n pwledge i ] £0 1 sense 
Ww 

2 \ begin a second or third periodical 

1 nw same state, until mx rally certain, 


wealth of Universalists in it, 


to support them. Let the talents and ef- 
i s of Universalists be devoted to support one. 
a tft t unite s e man to re ] r it respectable, 
and universally useful throughout the state in which 
thev 7 ots and influence ¢ ntrated, and 
de to such an undertaking, will omplish 
t but divided, can accomplish but. very little 
B r one well supported publi ation in a state, 
t half iozen dragging out a miserable exist 
‘ for the want of it. The editors of such a work, 
to be put beyond the fear of its death for want 

I | rt 
3d. Every Universalist throughout the United 
States, ought to subscribe, if able, for at least ont 
such periodical publication. Let the very poorest 
if them ask himself,—Do I not spend more in 
some useless, ye 1 pernicious luxury iw the course of 
t] vear, than would pay for one of suc h period il 
works? All those who do not, we excuse them, and 


] 


recommend it tu those who take such publications, 


oive such persons a reading of their papers gra 
tuitously. Such as are wealthy, and can afford it, 
we think they would find it one of their best luxu 
For the 


such publications 


1 number of papers. sum of 


ten dollars yearly, a man may read 


from various parts of the 


lars be laid out on any one 


Union: and, can ten dol- 


article, better calculate 


to do good to himself, his family, and the neighbour 
hood around him? He would likely find it event- 
ually to save him more than that sum for support 
ing paupers. At any rate, the pleasure of thus 
doing good, would soon afford him more happiness, 
than ten dollar’s worth of luxuries to his table. We 
do not surely envy that rich man’s situation, who 
lives by bread alone, and who lives mere ly for h im- 
self, ind indifferent to the moral and te mporal h ip- 


believes 


The 


unto all, can he 


piness of those around him. man who 


that God is good be indifferent to 


ither of these 


ith. 


subscribe for any periodical publication, unless he 


Let no Universalist, (or any other man, 


pays down his subscription for one year, and if he 
intends to continue it longer, remit the at the 


the 


price 


due 


commencement ol next, or give notice to 


} 


the editors, that he wishes 1t continued. 


th. Our next remark respects the collecting and 
transmitting of the money to the editors of such 
periodical journals. Wherever two or more persons 
ina place subscribe for a paper, some one of their 
number ought to receive and transmit the whole at 
once, with the names and address of the individuals. 
We should think wherever there is a preacher in 
the place, this might be done by him, for we ought 
to expect, that he will take an interest in the diffu- 
sion of such publications among the people. He 
surely cannot be indifferent to free inquiry and 





vie 
20; 


jiffusion of knowledge! If he 


ild do well 
The slight- 


one to see that if 


is, he we 


to eng in some other employment. 


est reflection may lead any 


dividuals transmit the price of their papers by 


must be a heavy tax on the purse and the 


ce of the editors of such publications. Such 


is do so, ou stage, for such a sum ts 


ry the | 


but a trifle to individuals, but becomes a very con- 


have the postage of 


siderable sum to them, if they 


We 


several hundreds to pay. presume, that many 


papers, could exhibit such a list of ye arly 
readers. 


think 


ossible. 


is would astonish many of their 


le, of good sense and reflection, ought to 


of this and put them to as little expense as | 


Sav, is it mortifying thing, for an editor to 


not a 


n a letter enclosing one year’s subscription, the 
from ten to 
All this un- 


necessary and t ur lensome ¢ Xj ense, m glit be easily 


very postage of which has cost him 


twenty per cent of the whole amount: 


voided, by some such plan as we have suggested. 
he 


sent for 


same remarks apply to all communications 


publication. In every case they ought to 
reach the editor free of all expense. 

6th. Having paid for the papers, and received 
them, our next remark respects the manner in which 
Universalists ought to make them generally useful. 
We take it for granted, that they will read them 
themselves, and that their families will also be bene 


We 


a view to make such _ publica- 


fitted by the perusal of them. would suggest 


some things, with 


tions much more generally useful. Send them then 


to your neighbours around you. Put them into the 


hands of your relations and acquaintances; and 


urge them at least to give your principles a fa 
} 


hearing, before they condemn you for beheving 
them. 
el 
From the Gospel Inquirer. 
“THOU SHALT LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR AS THY 
seLF.” Matt. xxii. 39. 

It is held by many that all “self love” is sinful 
This idea is deemed incorrect for the following rea 
sons: First. We find in the Scriptures promises of 
happiness, as the reward of virtue, and denuncia 


Now 


who have no 


tions of misery, as the penalty of iniquity. 
what effect will this have on those 
selflove? Will ul ey not be equally as willing to 
endure the conse quence of sin, as to enjoy the fruit 


ol obedience ? The re Is an inconsisten y likewise 
in the prea hing of this doctrine. The chief engine 
used in arousing men to a “concern for their souls,” 
They 


are exhorted by all their love of happiness, by all 


is an appeal to this same passion, self love. 


their fear of torment, to be “up and doing.” The 
preacher seems to forget that all which will induce 
his hearers to give heed to his “warning voice,” is 
their self love which he condemns as a sinful affec- 
tion. However, he soon makes amends for this 
temporary forgetfulness, the moment he perceives 
his hearers inquiring what “they must do to be 
saved,” he informs them, they must be willing to be 
cast off for ever; in plain English, “they must be 
This 


however. he does not make known to them, unt 


willing to be damned, in order to be saved.” 
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spoil the effect; for il they were convinced too soon. 
that “they must be willing to be damned,” &c. the, 
would not be likely to make any extraordinary et- 
fort to be saved. 2d, The opinion that all self love 
is sinful, goes to do away the force of the commauu 
contained in the words which head these remarks. 
Because if a man inquire “How much ought I to 


’ 


love my neighbour?” The answer must be, “As 
much as you love yourself.” If he farther inquire, 
* How ought I to love myself?” Answer—*“ Not at 
ill, for self love is sinful.”” The conclusion then is, 
that a man may not love either his neighbour o1 
himself. Does not this conclusion necessarily re- 
sult from the foregoing premises, that is, those in- 
volved in the opinion that self love is sinful? And 
is it not sufficiently absurd to convince us that the 
opinion itself is false ? 

The truth appears to be this, that it is proper for 
each man to love both his neighbour and himself. 
And if he love his neighbour in the same degree 
that he loves himself, he need be under no appre- 
hension of loving himself too much; for the thing 
is impossible. We close with one remark, by way 
of improvement and consolation. The scriptures 
abundantly testify, that by loving his neighbour as 
himself, man becomes like his Father in Heaven. 
This love must necessarily cause him to have the 
same desire for the salvation of his neighbour, that 
he has for himself. And if, in another state of ex- 
istence, he be made in his measure, perfect as God 
is perfect, this love for his neighbour, and desire 
for his salvation, will be so great, that he cannot 
be perfectly happy while one soul remains misera- 
ble. If, then, one man be perfectly happy, in the 
world of spirits, all others must; because it requires 
the happiness of all to complete the happiness of 
one: and for this plain reason, that if he love his 
neighbour as himself, the torment of one soul would 
render lim just as unhappy, as he would be, if he 
himself endured the same torment. We trust in God 
that the command he has given us, that each love 
his neighbour as himself, will be obeyed ; and that 
us a necessary consequence all will be happy. 

ORTHODOX HONESTY. 

A communication in the “ Connecticut Observ- 

er,” (an orthodox missionary journal) under the ti- 


tle of “ The Expositor,” appeared not long since, 
in which the write: attempts to show the propriety 


of praying to God for the destruction and misery of 


unbelievers. Such desires he considers perfectly 
reconcileable with the merciful examples of our 
great Redeemer, and the most benevolent feelings 
of the Christian heart. We are glad to learn, that 
an article, so entirely consistent with the orthodox 
faith, and, no doubt, with the real orthodox feelings, 
has been published to the world. Liberal and dis- 
cerning Christians have ever looked upon it as to- 
tally absurd, for Calvinists to pretend to pray for the 
salvation of reprobates. Such pretensions are not 
prayers ; for how can they seriously pray to God for 
those, whom He ereated to be objects of his infinite 





hatred, and to suffer the endless vengeance of hi: 
unplacable wrath ? Chris. Intel 
i 


SELECTED. 
IMAGINATION 


Vain Superstition has in every clime, 

‘Those structures rear'd which triumph over time, 
And stand as beacous age has left behind, 

fo mark the blindness, tolly of mankind ; 

Who, lostin darkness, hew'd their gods of stone 
Aud raised therr tyrant idols to a throne, 

Ur form’'d them deities, whom fear had made, 
In lawless kings and despots they obey ‘d. 

Hence rose that n ighty tabric of the mind, 

By Egypt's priests, and Grecian bards design’d, 
Which, like the frowning pyramids of Nile, 
Survives, a rude and antiquated pile. 

Luxuriant Faney, favour'd by a clime, 

Where all she saw was beauteous or sublime, 
Half grave, half sportive, wantonimg in thought, 
Those mythologic dreams and fiction wrought; 
Twas she that tilled the skies, the earth and seas 
With mystic powers, her own divinities, 

Till every mountain, every grove she trod, 

And every stream was haunted by a god ; 

Folly ador’d and Superstition knelt 

To imag'd passions bards had only felt 


Imagination’s gay or gloomy spell, 

Now made a paradise and now a hell 

Elysian isles, wheve joy for ever reigns, 

Or realms resounding with eternal pains 

Hence Pluto's shadowy throne and empire sprung 
Aud fabled woes, by ancient poets sung, 

Orcus, and Styx, and lakes with burning shores, 
And walls of adamant, and brazen doors, 

The cup of Tantalus, with toils that meck 

His burning lip; the vulture and the rock, 

The stone of Sisyphus, Ixion's wheel, 

These, and the thousand woes by heathen creeds 
Ordain’d in punishment of guilty deeds, 

Are but the shadows genius has design‘d, 

To paint the hell, which lives within the mind 


Thrice happy age, when truth’s resistless sway 
Hath swept these wild fantastic dreams away, 
Then Superstition shall erect no more 

Her pagan altars, stain’d with human gore ; 
No hecatombs shall burn, no victims bleed, 
No bloody rites fulfil a barbarous creed ; 

But the pure incense of the heart shall rise, 
And breathe to heaven a grateful sacrifice. 
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The present Number completes the Fifth volume 
of this work. Every person shall be considered a 
Subscriber to the Sixth volume, who forwards, 
Sree of expense, One Dollar. 

Persons living in distant towns, if they will ap- 
point their Agent, he, by forwarding Five Dollars, 
can receive Str Papers, and in the same ratio for a 
greater number. 

We hope it will be believed, that we do not pub- 
lish this paper for a pecuniary concern, and that our 
propositions have more regard to the prevention of 
loss, than the making of profit. We therefore so- 
licit Subscribers on the conditions of 


ONE DOLLAR PAID IN ADVANCE. 
. i. L. A. fh. 
I I by J ne 
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.7 About a fortnight ago a person called at this office, (iu 
the absence of the editor) and left § 2, saving it was the 
pay for the Fifth and Sixth volumes of the Gospel Herald, 
for some person whose name he gave verbally, and of whom 
we have no knowledge. The person who sent the money is 
requested to give the desired information, &c. A memo- 
randum in writiag should accompany the money paid by a 
third person, and prevent mistakes. 
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